
WHS Attendance for Distance Learning FAQ 
 
Dear WHS Parents and Students –  
  
As we get into the daily rhythm of online learning, we are getting several questions 
about attendance, so here are the answers to some common questions for you: 
  
Why are we taking attendance? 

The purpose of taking attendance in a distance learning environment is to make sure 
students stay engaged in their learning and don’t fall between the cracks when we don’t 
get to see them in person. We are trying to be as flexible as possible while still 
accounting for all of our students, so we will count any evidence that students are 
engaging with their classwork as them being “present”. If we don’t see evidence that a 
student is engaged in their learning, we are reaching out to families to see what support 
they need for their children to be successful. 
  
How are we taking attendance? 

Teachers are taking attendance during their classes’ scheduled meeting time, just as 
they did before the closure. However, they know that not everyone can be there in real 
time, so teachers are using several ways to identify who is “present”. Students can: 

 Participate in whatever activity the class is doing (often a videoconference) 
during their scheduled time. This is the preferred method, since it keeps students 
and teachers connected on a regular basis. 

 Answer an “attendance question” that the teacher may have posted or submit 
classwork that the teacher assigns in their Google Classroom. 

 Email the teacher to let them know they are engaged in their work. 

 Contact the teacher during one of their Office Hours sessions. 
  
What if my child can’t make it to the scheduled class meeting time? 

We realize that there are many reasons that students may not be able to attend the 
scheduled class meeting time (such as parent work schedules and the need to provide 
child care for younger siblings, many siblings sharing a computer, etc…). We are 
marking students “present” or “absent” during the class meeting time, and we are 
changing students to “present” if we see that they are working at other times. So don’t 
worry if your child is marked “absent” at first – this will be updated by the next day. 
  
Why not wait and take attendance at the end of the week? 

We are taking attendance during the meeting blocks every day and not at the end of the 
week so that we can follow up quickly with anyone we haven’t heard from and make 
sure they get whatever support they might need.  
 


